CHAPTER     XXI
GERMAN REPRISALS
1905
^ I '^HE consequences of the British-French Entente were not revealed
JL until the following year. This year (1905) stands out in the
record as one of the red letter years of modern times.
Deeply as she felt her reverse when the conclusion of the Entente
became known, Germany had decided to bide her time. King Edward
visited the German Emperor at Kiel in July, 1904, and his reception
was said to have been cordial. In the same month a British-German
arbitration treaty was concluded on the same lines as the British-French
treaty of the previous October. Billow told the Reichstag that there
was no reason to fear that German interests which he described
as " essentially economic'" would be damaged by the British-French
Convention, and he seemed to go out of his way to suggest that
Germany had no political interest in Morocco. There were grumb-
lings behind the scenes at the omission of certain formalities and
courtesies ; the British had left the French to apprise the Germans
of the Convention, and the French had omitted to do so. These
lapses were to assume considerable importance in after years, when
it became a chief part of the Kaiser's complaint that he had been
treated as of no account, but at the time they seemed trivial.
In the next few months, however, events took place which pro-
foundly affected the situation in Europe, and gave the Germans a
new and dangerous opportunity. Instead of marching to her expected
triumph, Russia suffered disaster upon disaster in the Far East, and
after losing her fleet, exhausting her military power, and coming
near revolution, was fortunate to escape loss of territory and the
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